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1.  Introduction 

This report is a summary of the Food Standards Scotland’s (FSS) consultation results and the FSS responses to these. 

[bookmark: _Hlk177045085]The consultation, which ran from 28th January 2026 to 26th February 2026 covered the market authorisation of a traditional food, Bambara Groundnuts.

[bookmark: _Hlk176870279]The consultation can be found on Citizen Space through the FSS website:

· Consultation on Market Authorisation of a Traditional Food Bambara Groundnuts - Food Standards Scotland - Citizen Space

The consultation was carried out on behalf of the Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health.

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) launched a consultation in parallel which can be found on through the FSA website:

· Consultation on market authorisation of one traditional food notification January 2026 | Food Standards Agency

The regulated product application for market authorisation on which the consultations sought views were: 

Authorisation of one novel food

· RP2272 - Bambara groundnut (seeds and seed flour of Vigna subterranea (L.) Verdc.) (new) (Traditional Food)

Stakeholders were asked to consider any relevant provisions of law and other legitimate factors (e.g. consumer interests, technical feasibility and environmental factors) that FSS identified as relevant to this application.

The consultation had comprehensive outreach, achieved through subscription alerts, social media posts and publication in relevant reports. A link to the consultation was sent to 121 subscribers on 28th January 2026 to notify stakeholders of the consultation launch. On 10th February 2026, FSS sent out a reminder to stakeholders that the consultation was still open, and we welcomed their responses, this was sent to 121 subscribers. 

Key stakeholders whose businesses/organisations are likely to be affected by or to have an interest in this regulated product were contacted directly for their feedback. To ensure representation across a broad spectrum of opinion, stakeholders with a range of interests in the regulated products were included.

The consultation was also shared with the FSS fifteen thousand Facebook followers, one thousand five hundred Instagram followers, five thousand LinkedIn followers and five thousand X followers. The posts for this consultation made on all platforms generated a total of 2,163 impressions and 71 engagements. 

FSS are grateful to those who responded, the consultation responses, are set out in in section 4 of this document.



Characteristics of respondents 

FSS received a total of two responses: one from a private individual, one from an organisation/company who requested to remain anonymous.

A list of those who responded can be found at in section 6 of this document.

FSA received a total of one response in their parallel consultation. This response was reported to be from an industry representative, and they reported their location as Singapore. 






Summary of responses

The number of responses was low in comparison with actual numbers of stakeholders reached. 

The full text to the responses received to the consultations by FSS are given in section 4, together with FSS response to these comments.


[bookmark: _Summary_of_substantive]Summary of substantive comments

The responses to the consultation have been analysed and the main themes identified. FSS responses to the comments made are included in the sections below

Comments or concerns on the terms on which Bambara groundnut (seeds and seed flour of Vigna subterranea (L.)Verdc.) is authorised 

· One respondent stated that they are content with the authorisation conditions.

· One respondent indicated they had no comments or concerns on the terms on which Bambara groundnut (seeds and seed flour of Vigna subterranea (L.)Verdc.) is authorised

FSS response

Thank you for the comments you have provided within this consultation. These will be taken into consideration as part of the market authorisation process.



Any other factors that should be considered by Ministers that have not already been highlighted

· One respondent expressed that everything related to Bambara groundnut has been covered.

· One respondent did not indicate any other factors that should be considered by Ministers that have not already been highlighted.

FSS response

Thank you for the comments you have provided within this consultation. These will be taken into consideration as part of the market authorisation process.



Additional feedback: Including consideration of any relevant legislative provisions and other legitimate factors such as consumer interests, technical feasibility and environmental factors

· One respondent indicated that they had no more recommendation from outside, based on their research and current knowledge.

· One respondent dd not have any other feedback in relation to of any relevant legislative provisions and other legitimate factors such as consumer interests, technical feasibility and environmental factors.

FSS response

Thank you for the comments you have provided within this consultation. These will be taken into consideration as part of the market authorisation process.














Next Steps

The next step is for the Scottish Ministers to authorise  the following:

· one novel food: RP2272 - Bambara groundnut (seeds and seed flour of Vigna subterranea (L.) Verdc.) (new) (Traditional Food)
Providing they are content with proposed conditions of use and specific labelling requirements.

FSS has thoroughly reviewed the considerations outlined by the Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and Processes (ACNFP) and has concluded that the hazards outlined by ACNFP can be controlled by applying protective conditions of use, ensuring the safety of consumers.

There have been no other identified reasons to change the advice on these applications during the consultation process. On that basis, the final FSS advice to the Scottish Ministers is that the authorisation is to be made, as per the terms of authorisation. 

In Northern Ireland, the Minister of Health will be informed of the recommendation to authorise. 

On 1 April 2025, a new GB wide Statutory Instrument (SI), the Food and Feed (Regulated products (Amendment, Revocation, Consequential and transitional provision) Regulation 2025, came into force. This SI provides for a Ministerial Determination rather than a SI to authorise products. 

As FSS did not raise any safety objections, the Scottish Ministers are required to authorise this product as traditional food from a third country, if they are content with the proposed terms of authorisation. 






[bookmark: _List_of_respondents]List of respondents

· An organisation/company who requested to remain anonymous 
· A private individual
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